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that they should always be printed in Roman characters ;
that they should be correctly formed in accordance with

well-known philological principles of word composition, the
constituent parts of the compound word being logically
disposed ; that hybrid words and meaningless eponymous
terms should be dropped; and that terms whose similarity
to others is liable to cause confusion should be avoided. i
To these suggestions we would add that new words

should not be adopted when there already exists in

the classical Greek and Latin writers a word having
the required signification. What need, for instance, is

there for the weird combination, "chthonophagia," or

even the more accepted "geophagia," to signify earth

eating, when HIPPOCRATES has already given us geotragia 2
The carrying out of these principles demands, it seems to
us, that the commission should contain not only medical
men of learning, but also philologists, and, above all,
scholars familiar with the ancient Greek medical writings
in the original tongue ; if the qualities are combined in one

person so much the better. And this suggests the further
reflection that there are among the Greeks to-day men who
combine all these qualities, who are at the same time

medical men, scientific philologists who have inherited the

genius of the Greek language, and scholarly students of the
ancient Greek writers. Their assistance has been long and

incomprehensibly neglected. Is it too much to hope that
this will be remedied by those to whom further consideration
of Dr. BLONDEL’S paper has been delegated ? 1

Annotations.
" Ne quid nimis."

THE NEED FOR CO&Ouml;RDINATION OF ANTI-
TUBERCULOSIS MEASURES.

AT the fifth annual Conference of the National Association

for the Prevention of Consumption and other Forms of

Tuberculosis, held on August 4th and 5th, Sir R. W. Philip
delivered an opening address on the Need for the Oo&ouml;rdina-
tion of Antituberculosis Measures. In discussing the

infective nature of tuberculosis he laid stress on the facts

that the infection spreads among a people because of their
social conditions, and that the factors which foster the

development of the infecting organism are created and

maintained by the people themselves. He pointed out that
if the course of tuberculosis were definite and uniform like
that of most other infective processes, and if the majority
of cases of tuberculosis followed such a course, the

effective handling of tuberculosis would be an easy
affair. It would then be simply a matter, as in the

ordinary fevers, of diagnosing the condition and sending
the patient to hospital for a given period, and there

it would end. But where this rule-of-thumb attitude pre-
vails in tuberculosis it threatens to seriously interfere with
the general adoption of sound and sufficient measures.

The recognition of certain features of tuberculosis must, we
know, be the prelude to any sound programme of prevention
and treatment. It must be fully appreciated that the

disease is insidious, tenacious, and illusive, and that the

professional attitude must be one of constant watchfulness
and untiring care. It must be insisted on that when
once diagnosed and taken in hand the tuberculous case

ought not to be let slip until the patient is better or the
disease has triumphed. The tuberculosis dispensary was
designed to effect this, and its methods were entirely
different from those of the ordinary out-patient depart-
ment. The aim of the institution is that not a

single case of tuberculosis should occur unobserved

or remain uncared for in the community. One of

the most valuable functions of the dispensary is to

trace the patient to his home, to investigate faulty
environment, and to search out tuberculous disease among
the other members of the household. For these purposes

"house visitors " are necessary, and therefore if in the future
the large hospitals are to have tuberculosis dispensaries
attached to them, arrangements for visiting the patients
at their homes will be needed. The problem of dealing
with tuberculosis is intimately bound up with the housing
of the working classes, and unless the patients’ homes are
scrutinised and the necessary hygienic measures carried out
but little influence will be found on the incidence of the
disease. Sir R. W. Philip pleads for a central administra-
tion from which the necessary treatment of patients can be
recommended-domiciliary, dispensary, hospital, or sana-

torium. The principal officers of such an organisation must
be chosen from those who have had an extensive practical
experience of tuberculosis derived from many years of
observation. 

____

THE RAT, A SANITARY MENACE AND AN
ECONOMICAL BURDEN.

AT the present day few persons who have looked into the
subject will be found to deny the danger associated with the
rat in connexion with the propagation of bubonic plague, and
possibly of other diseases. Moreover, most individuals have
a strong personal feeling of repugnance to this detested

rodent, whose presence in any dwelling gives rise at once to
alarm and disgust. It is freely recognised on all sides that
the rat consumes or destroys a considerable amount of the
farmers’ crops, the shopkeepers’ goods, the cargoes on board
ships, as well as the householders’ foodstuffs. It is obvious,
therefore, that attempts to exterminate this dangerous and
wasteful animal are extremely desirable for many reasons.
In this connexion we draw attention to a short article by
Passed Assistant Surgeon R. H. Creel, of the United States
Public Health Service, published in our American contem-
porary, P1lblio Health Reports, for July 4th, in which this
officer denounces the rat in strong terms as a sanitary
menace to man and as an economic burden to the country.
Dr. Creel has had a wide experience of this rodent in many
places where he has supervised the carrying out of anti-rat
measures in the presence of plague or of its threatened

appearance. He reminds us that the female rat begins to
reproduce its kind at the early age of three months, and
that an adult animal will give birth during the year to six
litters, each of which comprises from 6 to 12 young ones.
He also makes an estimate of the number of rats living at
present in the United States, basing his calculations on a
series of observations made in various localities. He com-

putes the rat population of American cities as at the least
equalling that of man, and he asserts that in the country
listricts the human population is far outnumbered by that
Jf the rat. Dr. Creel also calculates that the upkeep
Jf each rodent costs about half a cent daily, and he
arrives at the conclusion that in the United States no
ess a sum than 167 million dollars is sacrificed annually
jy the depredations of this loathsome pest. The rat,
ike the domestic fly, seems to have no redeeming
points, and apparently does nothing for man to merit
’rom him its upkeep; on the contrary, from the human
standpoint the destruction of this animal is greatly.


